
Washington Dulles
Gateway Initiative
The Dulles Gateway Initiative
study is well underway as the
airfreight community convenes
in Hong Kong for the ACF2002.
The program is a joint effort
between the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority
and the Dulles Air Cargo
Managers Association
(DACMA) and seeks to increase
gateway operations at Dulles
International Airport. Its focus
is airfreight forwarders and
logistics providers, which
currently don’t maintain a
gateway operation at Dulles.
The study will profile the
Washington Regional air cargo
market while creating awareness
of the tremendous potential
Dulles has to offer a forwarder
for international gateway
operations. From October 2002,
Dulles carriers will reach the
major world regions via service
to and from thirty-two
international cities with
non-stop or single plane
service. Where time is a prime
consideration, the airport’s
location in the mid Atlantic
region of the US east coast
combined with easy highway
access makes Dulles a convenient
and efficient hub for over the
road feeder and distribution
services. This is an especially
important factor for service to
and from the manufacturing
regions in the Carolinas and
Ohio Valley. 
A presentation will be developed
from the study results, which
will be given to perspective
gateway operation companies.

Security Moving Storage & Logistics
recently opened the first fully
automated fire-safe storage facility
in North America adjacent to
Washington Dulles International
Airport.

History
Since 1890 Security has introduced a
number of firsts, including climate-
controlled storage and steel moving
containers. In 1897 Security wrote
the very first insurance policy to
cover an overseas shipment of house-
hold goods. Security is a founder of
Overseas Moving Network
International (OMNI) and the first
American moving company to
receive the International Federation
of International Furniture Movers’
(FIDI) Accredited International
Mover (FAIM) designation.
Federal Forwarding Company, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Security
established in 1961, specializes in air
and ocean cargo forwarding and
logistics services.

Profile
Security and Federal Forwarding
operate seven warehouse facilities in
the Washington, D.C. area, with over
700,000 square feet in storage space
and 120 trucks and trailers in service
everyday. Current business is focused
on household and corporate moves,
storage and warehouse distribution
and logistics. Using the most
sophisticated tracking and bar-code
technology, Security and Federal
Forwarding work with many
large corporations, international
organizations and government agencies.
TotalSecuritySM is the phrase that best
describes how Security & Federal
handle customers’ goods.
Federal Forwarding is an IATA/CNS
agent and a licensed FMC OTI
Freight Forwarder. Federal Forwarding
has been an active contributor to the
Washington Air Cargo Association
and to the development of cargo
growth at Dulles.
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Each summer, the Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority, operator of Ronald Reagan Washington
National and Washington Dulles International Airports
formulates a plan for the coming year and beyond which
maps out the strategy for the marketing and development
of air service for both airports. Part of the plan
formulation process is to seek input from airport tenants
and users and the business and governmental community.
This takes place during the month of August in the form
of presentations to these groups. The community’s
feedback is very important to the Airports Authority and
serves as a self-check to ensure we always keep our
customers views in the forefront of our plans.
Our 2003 cargo development
presentation was held in
mid-August and was
attended by representatives
of airlines, airfreight
forwarders, trucking
companies and others.
Recapping the last twelve
months, our cargo
customers felt the impact
of September 11 events
as some were forced to
reduce or cancel services.

This, combined with an economy already in transition
reduced the airport’s cargo throughput by 11.3%
through June 2002.
On the positive side, Dulles added or will add service to
several markets including United’s Dusseldorf, a new
daylight service to London and British Airway’s addition
of a daylight flight to London. On October 29, United
has announced it will commence non-stop service to and
from two new markets — Sao Paulo, and Buenos Aires,
both with B-767-300 aircraft.
To return to an expansion of our cargo business, the
Airports Authority will pursue several objectives in the
next 12-18 months including the addition of all-cargo

services, additional
forwarder consolidations,
and the promotion of the
Dulles cargo gateway to
all-cargo, combination
and cargo charter carriers
throughout the world.
We are optimistic that
these activities will serve
to enhance our cargo
product to our airline,
forwarder and shipper
customers for the long
term.
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Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD), celebrating
its 40th birthday this year is well positioned to serve as a
superb distribution center for airlines and airfreight
forwarders. There are many reasons
to support this claim.
The first is location.
Strategically placed in the
mid-Atlantic region on the
US east coast, Dulles is within
easy reach of key manufacturing
areas of the Southern and
Midwestern USA. This, combined
with the Dulles’ close proximity
to the US interstate road system
make it a fast an efficient Road
Feeder System hub, providing
for fast and efficient access to
and from world markets.
Economics is another important
factor contributing to the airport’s
desirability as a distribution center.

The cost of doing business at Dulles has always been
a contributing factor to the airport’s growth. Cargo
warehouse and office space rental costs, handling fees

and even landing fees are typically lower
than some of the other major cargo
gateways. As an example, charges for
landing fees at Dulles, are based on the

Maximum Landing Weight (MLW) of an
aircraft as opposed to the Maximum
Takeoff Weight (MTOW), which is
the basis of several other airport’s
landing fee charges. For an MD-11F
operation, this represents a lower
basis of over 190,000 lbs for each
landing, resulting in a lower cost to
do business at the airport.

Combined with Dulles’ modern cargo
facilities, dedicated access road and

opportunity for expansion, Dulles remains
a great option for a low cost and efficient

cargo distribution center.
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